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Use single, non-layered 
strokes to draw a 
kitty's outer contours. 
You can do the same 
with other animals too! 
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The S-shaped Legs 


Ex.: Dog 


Shoulder 
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Wrist 


On a human, this is where 
the palm would be located 
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The tail extends from 
the trunk. 


Knee 


Ankle 


On a human, this is 
where the foot's arch 
would be located. 
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h its head on the ground or resting on its 
i is extended forward or is pulled back. 
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Without nose bridg 


Ferrets have 
small ears. 


Make the mouth, eyes, and 
ears larger for a hamster. 


For the rabbit, make 
the mouth large and 
add bunny ears. 
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Longhaired: Applying hand-drawn strokes 

creates the look of long hair. 
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Ear of a cream 
teddy bear 


Golden: Use a darker tone than you 
would for a cream teddy bear's ear 
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Dogs 





Dogs like Akitas and Collies have floppy 
ears during their puppy stage. 












Drawing Fluffy Dogs (Long Hair) 
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Walking 









Portraying Puppies Puppies are more compact than adult dogs and have larger 

heads, and on top of that, they often have thick, short legs. 
Your puppies should have an overall roly-poly look. 
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1 :4 head-to-body ratio 


1 :3 head-to-body ratio 
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Cats 


Cat furs come in varying lengths, from that of the common 
Japanese housecat to fluffy puffballs, like the Persian or Himalayan 


Common Japanese Housecat 



The nose protrudes about 1/5 the 
distance of the head's total depth 


about 1/3 of the face 


Long-haired Cats (Persian, Himalayan) 




The ears are close together 
(about half the distance of 
an ear's actual width). 






visible on Persians and Himalayans 
when mixed with other breeds. 


38 










You can change the mood the cat projects simply 
by adjusting the direction its head faces. 
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From a high, 3/4 angle, the nose does not appear 
pointed. Use a flattish elliptical form for the snout. 











50 



















































• • • 


































Sm 


Prairie dogs raise their 
tales slightly just like 
a dog. 


From this moderately high angle, 
the legs do not play a prominent 
role in the profile, presenting a 
straight-up-and-down figure. 
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The knees are not 
very prominent. 
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Prairie dogs grow to be about 30 to 40 cm 
(approx. 11 3/4" to 15 5/8"), but pups 
appear about this size. 
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Note the appearance of the horse's 
face (particularly the mouth), the 
position of the ears, and the motion in 
the mane and tail when in full gallop. 




|/ When galloping, the horse 
J leans forward, foreshortening 
{ the neck from a front view. 








Foreshortening the horse's face causes 
the jaw to rise, creating the look of a 
running horse. Add clearly delineated, 
large nostrils. 
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Drawing the hooves' underside in 
full view suggests that the horse is 
running. 
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The ears are shaped like long 
scoops, while the eyes appear to 
droop down from a side view. 

















Cattle 


Add wrinkles to the neck, the shoulder, and the legs 
to project a sense of sturdiness. 


The length of each ear jutting out to the side 
is the same as the forehead's width. 
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The trunk is four times the length of the head, and 
is twice as thick. Shortening the legs evokes the 
sense of a heavy, stout cow. 
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The fur makes the leg appear 
twice as thick as it actually is. 




The fur conceals 
the ears from 
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Since sheep are covered in soft wool, I recommend drawing the figure with 
gently rounded surfaces. The trick here is to keep the distance between 
the eyes and the nose on the long side to suggest a flattish face. 


From the front, the face appears 
an inverted triangle with a round 


/ "Bob" style haircut and 
* sideburns. 



The front and back legs should 
be spaced about one head apart. 


The wool covering the figure makes 
the legs appear short-about 1/4 of 
the total height. 
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When shorn, sheep look 
like a hornless, beardless 











1/3 of the leg is covered in wool. 


74 


Goa 


Despite being domestic animals tend to come across as 
rather untamed. Give their legs knobby joints, and heavy 
upper eyelids, as most goats have inset, eyes, giving 
them a scary countenance. 






The horns are slightly longer than the head. 




The projecting ears are 
virtually the same size in 
length and width as the 
forehead. 
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The width of the horn's 
base is commonly the 
same as that of an eye. 


Define the base of the neck 
by drawing hair in the form 
of diagonal strokes. 
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Adding black imbues the horn 
with the sense of a hard texture 
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Pigs 


There are pigs with long head and pigs with wide heads. For both, 
I recommend rounding the head, using an elliptical shape. 
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Frogs 


Drawing your frogs with their elbows pointed outward produces 
that distinctive supercilious air that frogs seem to have. 
























Lizards 


Lizards are basically snakes with feet. However, the abdomen 



The head is virtually the same as that of 
a snake; however, raised skin should be 
present above the eyes to make the face 
appear more lizard-like. 


The mouth has 
no teeth. 















Iguanas 
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The iguana lifts himself up on its front legs, raising its 
head approximately one head-height off the ground. 


Chameleons 
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The eyes are capable of rotating 360 1 
independently of one another. 
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The tail can coil into itself 
two to three times. 
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codiles 


Give the scales on an alligator or crocodiles back a rugged, 
angular look to evoke the feeling of the animal's stiff hide. 
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Draw the layout lines adhering to 
the body's curved surface. 
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Draw coarse, irregular blocks that are 
reminiscent of alligator hide and add shading 


Final image 







Crayfish 
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The mouth is the same width as 
the distance from the tip of the 
left eye to the tip of the right. 







































Chimpanzees' heads seem to rest immediately upon their shoulders. Draw 
them with slender hands and feet, long fingers and toes, and big ears. 


The hairy forehead occupies about 
1/4 of the head. 







Japanese Macaques 


The ears are situated 
somewhat toward the 
back of the head. 


The Japanese macaque typically walks on all fours. Its ears are 
sometimes obscured from view by fur such as in the winter and 
other occasions (and should be omitted when drawing). 
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The eyes are spaced 
approximately one eye apart. 
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2/3 of the profile is 
covered in fur. 
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In the winter, the Japanese 
macaque grows about this thick. 







Length of the mouth 
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The Japanese macaque 
leans about one head-width 
forward. /^\ 
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Japanese macaque 
with ears omitted 
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Lions They way the mane grows varies from lion t0 lion - Use an octagonal shape 

for the lion's head and a hexagonal shape for the lioness's. 
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The forehead, eyes, nose, and 
chin are all spaced about eveniy. 
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The mane radiates from the head 
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The forehead occupies 1/3 of the face 
in profile and the muzzle, the other 2/3 
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Lions have thick legs and large feet. 
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Spotted Big Cats 


These are big cats with patterns on their fur. Draw 
them with large paws and a powerful trunk. 


From the chest to the abdomen, the 
cheetah has a slim build. The legs 
are slender. 


The leopard is more catlike and 
stockier than the cheetah. 
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Cheetah 


he majority of the leopard's spots have the 
appearance of two semicircles attached together. 
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Thick legs 


The jaguar's individual spots are large 
with small, black dots in the center. 
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Jaguar 
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Mountain Lion 

The mountain lion has no spots and closely resembles an African 
or Asian lioness at first glance. Draw the mountain lion with 
pointed ears and wide face to distinguish it from other species. 
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Elephants The e,e P hant ' s head is essentially a vertical ellipse whether viewing it from the side or 

J, straight on. I recommend drawing the Asian elephant's ears about half the size of the head. 









Rhinoceroses 


The rhinoceros should be drawn with a rectangular face and conical 
(trumpet-shaped) ears. The black rhino and white rhino closely resemble 
one another, but may be distinguished using the mouth. 
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The legs are about half 
the width of the head. 
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The Mouth 
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In the layout sketch, we see that the 
protruding shoulders are a distinctive 
trait. Use circles to define the 
shoulders, abdomen, and rump. 
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P/ir. 


The white 
rhinoceros's 
mouth is shaped 
like a horizontal 
rectangle. 


The black rhinoceros's 
mouth is triangular. 




The elephant's 
mouth is also 
triangular in 
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The boar's tusks peak 
out just a bit even when 
the mouth is closed. 










The legs are 1 .5 times as 
long as the trunk is high. 
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Determine the ears' positions 
at the layout sketch stage. 
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The ears feature tufts of hair 
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Pandas 


The almond-shaped eyes arc slightly upward. The forelegs' black fur 
extends to encircle the animal from the chest to the back. 




























































The fox has a triangular face. I recommend 
giving the snout a long, cylindrical silhouette. 


The tips of the ears are 
a dark burnt umber. 
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When drawing, visualize 
the ears as about half 
the height of the head. 
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The winter coat reaches 
all the way to the fox's 
underside. 
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In the summer, the fox's 
coat is short, giving him 
a slim appearance. 
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In the winter, the fox's 
coat increases to about 
1 .5 times its 
summertime volume. 
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Flying Squirrel 


The flying squirrel is tiny, measuring at around 15 cm (approx. 6"), about 1/3 the 
size of a giant flying squirrel. To draw a convincing flying squirrel, give it a rodent's 
face, but with eyes about three times the size of those found on a mouse. 
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Take careful note that while the eyes form almost 
perfect circles from the side, from a front view, 
they are vertically oblong. 
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The forelegs appear thick 
owing to the skin membrane 
used for gliding. 
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The flying squirrel can flip its tail, which is bushier than that of the 
giant flying squirrel, over its back or curl it over its upper body. 





The tail is flat. 
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Armadillos 


The three-banded armadillo is the only able to roll itself 
up into a ball. None of the other armadillo species are 
capable of this feat. 
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When determining the head's 
length, aim for about half that 
of the trunk. 








The head is streamlined. I recommend 
using sinuous lines for the entire body. 
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\ The sea otter sports 
} a hairy coat. 
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Songbirds 


The beak of the finch comprises 1/3 of the 
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Conure 


Cockatoo 


Yellow-cheeked Amazon 


Macaw 


These birds are capable of rotating their 
heads 180 ° and can bend their body to 
touch the base of the tail with their beak. 


Japanese robin 


Use undulating contours 
from the dramatically 
puffed-out breast to the 
small head. 


The white ring found 
around each eye is a 
characteristic feature. Draw 
i a large, white dot in the iris 
Ato indicate reflected light. 


Pigeons 


Draw a tiny dot for the pupil in 
the center of the iris to achieve 
that distinctly pigeon-esque look. 
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Distinguish the different species of crows 
through the thickness of the beak. 


Slender beak: Carrion crow 
Thick beak: Jungle crow 
Both do appear together in a flock 


Jungle crow 


Carrion crow 


Exploit the various methods of representation 
using black (e.g. solid black, gradation tone). 
Lay down black and then add white on top, or 
add tone and then etch it to achieve visual 
balance and a sense of volume. 
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Penguins 


All penguins have black covering them from the head to back and white bellies. 
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Like other waterfowl, the bill is the same 
length as the head. 
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In the water 


O 
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Like finches, penguins have three toes facing 
forward and one facing back on each foot. 


Running 




Hopping over ice 


Swimming 






Assorted Penguins Note the coloration as well as the length and size of the bills. 


Emperor 

penguin 


King penguin 


Adelie 

penguin 


Chinstrap 

penguin 


Rockhopper 

penguin 


Macaroni 

penguin 


Humboldt 

penguin 


Cape penguin 




Draw fluttering fins and tails 
40 impart a sense of moveme 






